Oxford Quilters Guild disPatch
June 2020
President’s Message
Hello Quilters
We are sending out a mini disPatch to keep members informed as to what the Guild Executive and
Program Committee are up to. You can look forward to another mini disPatch in July as well!
We have been holding Zoom meetings not only with each other, but also with other guilds.
The guild is going to purchase a yearlong Zoom Pro platform. This will allow us to host meetings to
all members, showing guest speakers, have show and share and if we get really good, maybe even
host a class or workshop. With many speakers not able to travel, some are busy putting together
lectures and trunk shows that we can purchase and show online. This will allow us to look far and
wide for some very interesting speakers that before we could not afford. Without accommodation,
meals and mileage or air fare we can now look far and wide. Also other guilds are willing to work
together, to share the costs.
I find this very exciting, not only for right now when some of our members do not feel safe in meeting
in groups, but going forwards we can offer this to our Snowbirds, during bad weather, or just if you
are not feeling up to the drive. When we can meet, if our numbers are limited, priority for attending
meetings will be given to those who are unable to access meetings electronically.
I have also been involved with the re-opening committee. Our goal is to be sure we are ready for
everyone to safely return to the Centre as soon as we get the go ahead from the Government and the
Town of Ingersoll. Thank you to everyone that took the time to fill out the survey.
Till we are able to meet or Zoom, stay safe and happy quilting.
Marion

Update
Typically, for the summer months we take a hiatus from the formalities of our Guild to savor some
time with family and friends over the summer months. For us quilters we still often get together with
friends for some sharing of our love for quilting.
We decided with the uncertainty of the pandemic that we are currently living in, that it would be good
idea to keep everyone informed as the executive and program committee work towards plans for the
20/21 quilt guild year.
The first question on everyone’s mind I’m sure is – how will we have our guild meetings if we can’t
gather in groups and even if we can, will it be safe for our older or immune compromised members?
The executive and program committee are excited to say that we will have regular meetings – to
begin with we will use the “zoom” platform which allows for active participation that goes beyond just
watching a video of the meeting. If at any point we are allowed to gather, we will abide by whatever

distancing recommendations are made and limit the number of people who can attend in person and
others can again, access the meeting virtually. As we get more accustomed to the virtual world we
are looking into recording meetings and posting them to our website to be accessed at a convenient
time.

UFO Challenge
This challenge was a great way to motivate us to finish some of those
projects that had been languishing in our sewing rooms. Just because we
can’t be together lets see them as you complete them! Send a photo to our
website editor info@oxfordquiltersguild.ca (Megan) or our facebook
administrator broadwayacres@rogers.com and they will post them to our
website and social media accounts. Also be sure to let Leslie
(ldypoole@execulink.com) know that you have completed a UFO so that
she can mark it off your list and enter the appropriate ballot for a prize
which will be drawn in September.

Fold it, Snip it, Rip it Challenge
This challenge was another great project from your programme committee and the reveal was going
to be fabulous. There is still time! We have postponed the reveal to August. If everyone who has
completed the project could send me a picture (gwentracey@execulink.com) or text a picture to me
(519-495-6192) I will choreograph a zoom meeting for the “reveal”.

Summer Quilt
We have a great summer quilt for you, and again, a new way of presenting it. Best of all its free!
Instructions and a zoom meeting will be organized for July 8, 2020. If you do not have access to this
technology, a copy will be mailed to you.

Raffle Quilt
Our raffle quilt is in progress and tickets will be available in the fall so that members can begin selling
them. This is a major fundraiser for the Centre and with the “gathering” restrictions some major
events where large numbers of tickets were sold will not be available to us so the enthusiasm
members of the centre bring to selling tickets will have a significant impact on the success of this
fundraiser.

Looking forward to Fall
Your Programme Committee is working hard to now schedule speakers who are willing to be
recorded or present using the zoom platform. Some of the ones previously scheduled are not
completely comfortable with the “normal” we are living in. It’s a struggle as its so unknown when we
will be able to return to our usual format. Rest assured we will have dynamic speakers for every
meeting – some who we may not have even dreamt we would be able to access to because of travel
costs etc. Stay tuned . . . we will let you know in our next disPatch what the plans are for September.
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